
What is this series about? 

The idea of an active support network is really an old idea in our society. 

For people with disabilities, Circles of Support is an idea and practice that 

has been around for over 25 years. 

It is not a service or program but rather a group of people who are 

intentionally invited to come together in friendship and support of a  

person with disability, for the purpose of achieving their goals and 

protecting their interests into the future. Circles of Support can enable: 

more people in the life of each individual who are not paid to be there, an 

increase in the number of new and positive roles that people hold, reconnection with family members,  

expanded social and economic opportunities, an important safeguard for the future and a better life.  

 

What you will learn: 

In Session 1 you will learn some of the reasons for having a Circle of Support and possible purposes, the 

benefits of having a Circle of Support and what makes them successful and hear stories of real life examples 

of people who have a Circle of Support.  

In Session 2 you will focus on your own Circle, thinking about its purpose, who and how to invite Circle 

members, and address some of the possible limitations and how to overcome common areas of challenge. 

Learn how to keep meetings moving, creative and on track, and the benefits of good facilitation.  

 

Who is this for?  

These online webinars are being run in conjunction with Gippsland Disability Advocacy Inc and are available 

to people who live in the Bass Coast and Gippsland areas in Victoria only. The webinars are best suited to 

those who want to know about Circles of Support in regard to people with an intellectual disability, and who 

may be interested in setting one up. The concepts are also relevant and applicable for other people who 

may be at risk of marginalisation, loneliness and exclusion. 

 

Cost 
There is no cost to attend. 

http://www.belongingmatters.org/


About the presenters 

 

Teresa Micallef has always chosen to work at the cutting 

edge of change in community, and has worked alongside people 

with disabilities and their families for over 20 years.  She has been 

the Coordinator of a family governed service called Living 

Distinctive Lives for the past 9 years.  Currently she is the Project 

Manager of Building Community Networks and has been impressed 

by the power, creativity and resilience of people who experience 

disability, their families and networks.  In just a short time, she has 

seen the incredible impact of engaging positively with a person’s 

Circle of Support and how it can lead to the creating of a good life 

and safeguard the future. 

Deb Rouget is the CEO of Belonging Matters.  For nearly 30 

years, she has been involved in the lives of people with a disability 

and their families and has gained much practical experience and 

wisdom about imagining and designing supports that enable people 

with a disability to have typical opportunities in the community.  

Through her work at Belonging Matters, she instigated the Building 

Community Networks project which facilitates Circles of Support.  In 

this project, through actively facilitating a number of Circles of 

Support, Deb has learnt what it takes to establish, maintain and 

harness people’s enthusiasm and skills to enable a full, meaningful 

and inclusive life. 
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Book  Your  Tickets 

 

Session 1:  Introduction to Circles of Support 

Date:  20 October 2020, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm via Zoom AEST 

Session starts promptly at 10.30 am.  

Session 1 - Click Link to Register   

 

 

Session 2:  Circle Meetings and Facilitation  

(Only available for those who have attended session one) 

 

Date:  27 October 2020, 10.30 am—12.30 pm via Zoom AEST 

Session starts promptly at 10.30 am.  

Session 2 - Click Link to Register  

 

 

Sessions are limited to 20—25 people. 

Your participation in these two online workshops will be live, you will be on screen and you will 

have the opportunity to engage with others in these sessions. 

After registering for each event, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining each online workshop. 

Registrations are only available online.  If you need any assistance to book, please email 

Belonging Matters at info@belongingmatters.org 

http://www.belongingmatters.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpd-isqzsiGNTaj9xQx_y1JAYlYHEQlhXP
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kc-isqzwtGNBIjt9SJEHbmWInwoHaXhgD
mailto:info@belongingmatters.org

